In mice infected with an avirulent strain of Toxoplasma gondii, circulating Toxoplasma antigens were detectable in the sera during weeks 1 to 3 of infection by a simple agglutination test that uses latex particles coated with anti-Toxoplasma antibodies. An infection in athymic nude mice resulted in high agglutination titers in the anti-Toxoplasma antibody-coated latex particle test and the absence of anti-Toxoplasma antibodies in sera during the acute phase, suggesting that the detection of circulating Toxoplasma antigens is a good tool for the diagnosis of acute toxoplasmosis, especially in severely immunocompromised hosts.
In the serodiagnosis of acute toxoplasmosis, titration of anti-Toxoplasma immunoglobulin G antibodies by the SabinFeldman dye test and anti-Toxoplasma immunoglobulin M antibodies is important and informative (5, 16) . However, these serological methods may be inconclusive or unreliable in patients with underlying diseases causing suppressed antibody responses or in patients receiving immunosuppressive therapy (6, 9, 17) . In these cases, a direct detection of antigenic components of Toxoplasma gondii in sera or body fluids might be a valuable aid in the rapid and specific diagnosis of acute toxoplasmosis. Recently, it was reported that circulating Toxoplasma antigens (c-Ag) are detectable in sera from humans and animals with acute toxoplasmosis by countercurrent electrophoresis (8) , enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (1, 3, 14, 15) , dot immunobinding (2), and radioimmunoassay (4). We have previously reported a simple agglutination test which uses latex particles coated with anti-Toxoplasma antibodies (Ag-LA) for the detection of c-Ag (10 (11) . For the preparation of Toxoplasma lysate antigens, the cell-free tachyzoites were lysed osmotically by suspension in distilled water, and a clear supernatant was obtained by high-speed centrifugation (10,000 x g for 30 min). The protein concentration of the lysate was measured by the method of Lowry et al. (7) .
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